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much pride, never materialized; part was abandoned and
part miscarried at the Washington Conference.
Difficulties with a one-power standard.
The reasons given for not stationing a large Fleet in the
Pacific—impolitic, too expensive, etc.—are of little interest
today when relations between Japan and England are some-
what strained. The important question is, will England
defer sending a Fleet to the Far East until the very last
moment ?
There can be little doubt that she would send out a
Fleet capable of competing with that of Japan as soon as
she saw that relations were seriously strained, if she could
do so and still leave in Europe sufficient strength to meet
France and Italy. But with a superiority over Japan limited
to a ratio often to six by the Washington Treaty, she is not
in a position to do this. What, then, would she do ?
As everyone knows, peace in Europe today is an enforced
peace, and there are several magazines ready to explode.
There are two contending schools, one of which, that of
the 'contents', wants to maintain the status quo> the other,
that of the 'malcontents', wants to upset it. They come into
collision principally over the Franco-German, Franco-
Italian, and Anglo-French questions. England, France,
Belgium, Poland, Yugoslavia, Roumania, Czecho-Slovakia
are of the first school, while Germany, Austria, Italy.
Hungary, Bulgaria, and also Russia belong to the second
The malcontents want to recover lost territory, to restore
national prosperity and to regain national rights. They want
to expand and to express themselves racially. They are kept
in check and peace is preserved because England has
thrown her weight into the scales against them. Were this
check removed, the storm would break and another
European War could hardly be avoided. The check is, in
fact, the British Navy, which cannot, therefore, easily be
sent away from European waters.
Vice-Admiral Colomb, looked up to by British naval
officers as a great strategist, said that the Channel was the
strategical key to the British Empire. There the enemy's
attack must be expected and thence, as a base, naval
operations all over the world must be conducted.
These 'golden words* applied in the past, apply today>

